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CAPITAL TOPICS.

THE DISTRICT OF WMBIA

h VINDICATION OF COMMISSIONERS

.OSKGBESS TO BUMS, IF ANYBODY

CEmClSMS OF Tl ioiht cohhittee

EVIL30F DIVIDHI RESPONSIBILITIES

PUNPED BEBT EIGHT MILLIONS

Eonded D-ib- t Fourteen Millions

COMM3S3IONEBS EXONEBATED

LEGAL STATUS OF THE BOARD OF AUDIT

THE ENGINEER NOT RESPONSIBLE

DEAD LOCK Df COXGBESS PRETEXTED

Secretary lxTonUl and Senator Elaine

M02E EELVEB TOE THE HOABDEES

on the District of Columbia of
tbc House of Representatives met yesterday
morning at 10:3) o'clock, and considered their re-

port on the Investigation of District affairs. There
were present Messrs. Buckncr, IXenkle, Steven-
son, Nesl, Hendee, Witlard, llartridge and Cite.

The Majority Eaport.
The report of Mr. ItacLner was takes up and

discussed, and the following resolution adopted
unanimously as a substitute for the resolution
offered by the chairman of the committee, and
printed some weeks since at the end of said re-

port:
Retolred, That the Clerk of the House be, and

be is hereby. Instructed to certify to the Attorney
General of the United States a copy of this re--I

let, (Buckncr's, as heretofore published.) with
the accompanying evidence, for such action in
the premises as he may deem proper under the
law and the facta, as developed In said testimony.

2. That the Clerk of the House be, and he Is
hereby, further Instructed to certify a copy of the
evidence accompanying the report to the grand
Jury of the District or Columbia, with direction
to Investigate the criminal charges, against par-
ties referred to in said evidence as having been
guilty of a violation of the criminal law of the
United States, and the Attorney General Is also
directed, by the aid of such special counsel as he
may appoint, to institute such proceedings as he
may deem proper under the evidence to recover
any and all sums of money due the District or
Columbia, which have been obtained Illegally or
Improperly by any parties mentioned in said evi-

dence.
The report presented by the chairman of the

committee was then adopted, the following mem-- "
bers voting for 1U Messrs. Buckner, Neal,

Henkle and Stevenson. Judge Cate, Dem-

ocrat, did not vote for It.
The Minority Eepert,

On motion of Mr. Hartridge, the members of
the committee in the report pre-
sented by the chairman of the committee were
permitted to make and present a minority report.

The report cites the resolution of investigation
and the act of Congress creating the commission
or government and the board or audit and speci-
fying th lr duties. They then say the Commis-
sioners hare reduced the bonded debt which ex-

isted when they entered upon their duties, and
paid floating debts which had been Incurred by
the former authorities, and for which those au-

thorities had hypothecated securities or the Dis-

trict to the extent of 11,534,813.5:1. ur this
amount the sum or $1,180,631.31 wa paid by the
Commissioners from revenues of the District
other than Congressional appropriations.

The cumber or salarcd oncers under the late
government was 371; under the present govern- -
"ment, 153; and the reduction In average annual
expenditures on account or compensation Is

It Is also to be said that, under the charge
"or the engineer and under general supervision or

the Commissioners, the work in performance of
uncompleted contracts of the late Board of Pub-li- e

Works has been well and economically done.
One subject to which the attention of this com.

raittee was directed by the resolution of the
House of January 31, 178, is

THE EXCESS OF EXPENDITURES
to complete contracts of the Board of Pablie
Works beyend the estimates of such expenditures
mentioned In the report of the joint committee
oriS74.

I , The joint committee or 1674 estimated the In
debtedness, which would probably be funded In
S.65 bonds, at $8,305,858.59, and include in this ag- -
gregatean estimated Item of "amount due, or to
Decome due, on incomplete contracts," or 11,325,-C0-

As to the estimate In this item, the report or
that committee expressly states that accuracy is
impracticable, because work was in progress on
some or the contracts, and was unmeasured and
unadjusted. It includes both the amount due

, and to become due on Incomplete contracts. It is
reasonably to be presumed that the balance due
and unpaid for work already done was smaller
than the amount to become due ror work remain-
ing tc be done In performance or incompleto con-

tracts. But ror what was already, on June 20,
1874, due the board or audit, made settlements Is

, the sum or $1,768,258.64, and the Commissioners
paid. In cash, to the laborers or contractors

making a total amount then due or $1,863,- -
U4i.iv, lur wDrim:jj niu ueeu actually aone Dv

taint was actually due on June 10, 1S74. It will
be observed that

this ikdebtedbbss, actcally'bxistiko
at the time the committee or 1874 made Its report,
exceeded by $538,041.71 the estimate or the com-
mittee for what was both then due and to there-
after become due on incomplete contracts. Ap-
parently the committee ol 1574 derived this item
of their estimate, for the accuracy or which their
reportdoes not vouch, from the answerorthe late
uovernor, as maae to interrogatories or tue

at the outset or the investigation; ror that
answer, on page 485, gives $L2j,91L02 as "an

. estimate of cost to complete contracts on which
work has been berun or is In nroaress' That
answer Is dated February 28, 1874, and that par-
ticular estimate embraees forty contracts, which
It enumerates. But alter Febrmary 23, 1874, and
efore June 20, 1874, sixty-seve- other contracts

were executed by the Board or Public Works, the
cost or completion or which does not appear to
hare been estimated. Furthermore, the Commis.

. (loners, upon entranee upon their duties, round
work actually in progress upon numerous other
contracts, which had been reported to the joint
.committee or 1874 as completed or suspended or
abandoned. The report or the joint select com.
mlttee shows that they relied upon the answer of
the Governor, as showing that work thereafter to
become due would be oonnned to the forty con.

of the committee
DID SOT HaTX SBrSEIXCE

"mention, and which were either signed after the
date or the Governor's answer or were fa thnt an.
Ower erroneously reported as completed, canceled
or iuuuudio, a. 10 ui contracts recognized Dy
the Commissioners as valid obligations, tnoy show
In their answer to the interroratortes of the com.
m'ltee that the whole number of such contracts ot
tte late isoara or public works, so reer gnized by
them, was 182: that Is. 99 Dreviuus to the data of
their report to Congress of December . 1874, on
which there had been expended la 3.91 bonds at
that date t648.383.2i, and to complete which the
estimated cost by the engineer, payable In 3 U
bonds, was tl.rsnTO.ll; that Is, the cost or the
work on said ninety-nin- e contracts then done and
to be done was $ 2S,8iS.3S.

The remaining slxtv.four contracts were reeor.
sized by the Commissioners afterthe date or their
said report or December 6, 1874. Of these sixty-fo-

eeveateen were for the repairing or defective
streets, under the ninth article or the contracts,
which authorised the Commissioners, as the suc-
cessors of the lata Board of Public Works, to
naze sucn repairs ai me expense oi ine eoatraot- -

lorf.
OX THEIB DESMrLT TO Rzr JUS

the same after sotiee, as provided In said ninth
article, a no con oi mese sixcy-iou- r contracts.

ayauie in s-- oouui, as appears oy me engineer s
enort. November 30. 187. Inclusive of t33a.lZ3.tt

Bor repair work, wa ti.siz.70l 98, making the cost
far all or raid 183 contracts. Inclusive of said repair
Krora--. 05.082.357.34.
lXn connection with this subject of the excess of

Lhe actual amount over me amount
hleh the ieint committee or 1874 estimated nrjoa

the Information before them as the probable
kmount which would be funded In those bonds: It
Isferther to be remarked that, after the enact
ment 01 June zo, jej. ana at toe next session oi

osgrtM, th Jurisdiction of the board or audit
as Increased as respects damages to real estate
r reason or me improvements maae oy me

IVIFUUlie woiu; nuaasrespetii auo toe

Lv,
5v

claim ofrne Powen for work nader contract with
the Board ot Health.
The funded debt on Juno 1, 1878,

was 8,41,SS3 43
And the 3.(5 bonded debt amounts

to 13,741,250 01

t2Z,lH,U3 41

There are outstanding unconverted certificates
ofthe board or audit and measurements in the
enrf neer's cfSco not certified to amounting to

1.177,009.42, and representing; a floating Indebted-net- s

which Is moro than offset by the excess of
special assessments, made and to be ma-le- , amount-
ing to tl.C89,S44.74 (see Commissioners! report,
1S7. p. til) ever and above the 8 per cent, certifi-
cates fur which they are pledged, 4

AID WHICH EXCESS COKOKESS

directs shall be applied to the redaction of the Dis-
trict Indebtedness.

It is the judgment of this committee that
neither the Comoilazioners nor the en&ineer can

I be held responsible because the work needful to
finish the contract of t lie Board of Public Works
required a larger expenditure than the estimate
lurnlshed by the late Governor, and guardedly
mentioned tn the report of thecommittee of 1874.
The resolution of the House also directs the com-
mittee to lnqnlro whether the Commissioners
have enlarged and extended said contracts, and
caused larger amounts or work and labor to be
done than was contemplated by the act or Jnae
2o, 1874. This question Is presented with refer-
ence tt modifications or extensions of contracts or
substitution or an equivalent or less amount of
woik In place orthat originally called for by the
letter of the contracts; such changes, whether
by modification, diminution, enlargement, or sub-
stitution, being In practice invariably called ex-
tensions, and such modification, colargement or
substitution having been made with a view to
the accomplishment rwork reudered necessary
In the prosecution or the original contract or by
the irformanerother contracts or by the con-
dition In b!cli tbc streets were left by the late
Board cf Public Works.

THE BAKE QrxSTIOlf
arises also with reference to what are called con-
tracts for repair work made by the Commission-
ers under a section In contracts of the Board of
Public Works, providing "that IT within a speci-
fied period from the completion of said contracts
any part of the work shall become defcctlvo from
improper material or construction and require re-
pair, the contractors will, on being notified, com-
plete the same, or, in case of fillure and neglect
to to do, the work shall be dunj under the di-
rection ot the authorities at the expense of the
contract ors.'

Tho rapid deterioration of wooden pavements
which hare been laid by the late District author-
ities render necessary a large amount of repair
work in order to "preserve and protect existing
improvements," to prevent highways from be-
coming impassible, and to avoid personal injury,
and damages to public and private proerty.
This repair work has also been well and econom-
ically done. Kxpcrlcnce of this rapid deteriora-
tion of wooden pavements and the consequent
difficulty of traveling over them, together with
sanitary considerations, required tho substitution
of etnerete for wooden lavements, as well as
relaying pavements by way of neeetsary repair,
as tho further performance of unfinished con-
tracts.

CO&GRE9S HADE SO ArFBOrRIATIOX
ot money In the act or JuneSJ, 1874, or In any of
the appropriation laws or that session to defray
the cost ol any or the above named work. Section
4 of the act of June 'J), 1874, Is spciac as to the
a plication by the Commissioners of the revenue
from taxation for the ensuing fiscal year, and
authorized no portion of it to be used In payment
of the unfunded or floating debt or for improve-
ments in performance of unfinished contracts of
the Board of Pnblie Works. The only means
made available for this purpose by the act of
June SO, 1874, were 3.85 bonds, to be issued by the
sinking tund commissioners on the certificates
of the board of audit after examination and
allowance by the latter board, ot claims to be
created after June 20, 1874, arising out of con-
tracts, written Or oral, made by the Board of
PnMlc Works.

The committee have no doubt that In the ease
of performance of contracts or the late Board or
Pnblie Works, which had not been completely
executed at the time or the passage oC the act or
June 23,l74,the law requlrod that the cost should
be defrayed by the settlement of claims there-end- er

by the board of audit, and the issuing of
certificates of that board.

COKVXBTIBUC IKTO 3 65 B0XD3.
Whether the same mode or settlement was neces-
sary or proper In respect to work done under nec-
essary modifications and extensions or said con-
tracts, or In respect to the repair work above
mentioned. Involves the determination or a ques-
tion or construction or the law upon which it Is
not deemed necessary for this committee to come
to a determination, because there Is no evidence
before us creating a suspicion as to the good talth
with which the Commissioners, under the advice
or counsel, and the First and beoond Comptrollers
or the Treasury, composing the board of audit,
adopted their construction, or the good faith with
which the r carried it out. In the Judirment of the
committee the 2.05 bonds Issued under authority
ot the act or June 20, 1874, and now outstanding,
art legal obligations, and the faith of the United
States, which by that enactment was pledged to
provide, by proper proportional appropriations
and taxation, for tho payment of the principal
and Interest of the same,should be kept Inviolate.
By an act of Congress approved February 20,1875,
the Interest on these bonds Is made payableatthe
Treasury or the United States. In the opinion of
this committee there should be

IXKEDIATZ LEOIBLATIOX
to permanently prevent delay or dcftult In the
payment or that Interest by the Secretary or the
Treasury, as It shall become due. It Is proper to
add, in t nls connection, that all the modifications
or extensions ot contracts by the Commissioners
were made on the recommendation ol the engi-
neer, who Is especially charged, by the act of
June 20, 1874, with the work of repair and Im-
provement or all streets, avenues, sewers, Ate.,
and the total cost ol all the contract work, in-
cluding all the extensions and modifications, the
engineer reports Is considerably less than would
have been the cost or completing the contracts
according to the terms of the same within the
limits and upon the streets covered by them, and
In accordance with the plans or the late Board or
Public Works. All future work must be paid lor
In cash. No expenditures can bo made except
ror what Is necessary, and absolutely within the
cash resources or the District government, or ror
what is strictly in pursuance or appropriations
previously made by Congress, ana within the
limits or such appropriation.

This committee early came to the conclusion
that It was very Important to put at once and
positively at au end the exercise or the powers by
which, howevcrdiscrcetly, the authority may have
hitherto been exercised, the bonded Indebtedness
might, in the future, be indefinitely and oner-
ously Increased.

A JOIKT BZSOLUTIOX,
approved March 14, 1878, contains provisions to
this end, and embodies the conclusions which
early examination of this matter brought this
committee. It stopped at once all work payable
in 3.05 bonds, and forbade, under heavy penalty,
any Increase or the total indebtedness or the Dis-
trict. These salutary provisions of law having
already been enacted, it Is unnecessary for the
committee to here make farther recommendations
for these purposes.

The provisions In the Joint resolution or March
14, 1870, approved by this committee, and. In part,
at least. Introduced into It at Its Instance, will. It
Is believed, secure these objects, promote good
government and assure the utmost carefulness In
administrating existing laws under any form or
government Congress may establish.

In their answer to the interrogatories or the
committee the Commissioners, In explanation or
their want or information or the current expendi-
tures in the execution or the contracts or the
Board or Public Works, say: "The explanation
ol our want or Information of the magnitude or
the expenditure Is round In the practical work-
ings of the District government under the law or
Its organization, which imposes UDon tha Com.
mtssloners little, ir any, responsibility for the ex-
ecution or the work they order after

ITS COMMITTAL TO THE IXOHrESB,
who is charged with Its control, subject only to
their 'general supervision and direction,' and who
reports the measurements for settlement with
contractors, not to the Commissioners for their
consideration and decision, hut to the board of
audit, between whom and them there is no official
communication, and whose decision In respect of
suehmeasarementsls not subject to their revUIos,
cor brought to their notice In any way, and Is
final In settlement with contractors. The anomaly
Is tons presented of one party, the Commission-
ers, ordering work to be done, and another party,
wholly Independent ol It, the board or audit,
auditing the claims or the contractor under such
work, and finally settling and paying them In
certificates or Indebtedness executed and Issued
by that board, without any knowleda--e br the
Commissioners or the amount or the claims or or
the considerations on which the action of the
board In respect of such claims Is based."

The error was In the act of June 20, 1S74, In
making the board or audit Independent or the
supervision or the Como.lssloners. It would have
been better and moro conformable to the approved
methods or administration to hare devolved at
least some responsibility on the executive author-
ities in the settlement ol claims against the Dis-
trict, especially or such as arose out or work done
under their administration.

Another mistake in the act or June 20, 1874, was
the charging of

TUX FIRST ASD SBCOXD COXrTOI.LXSS
of the United States Treasury with the duties
that devolved upon them under the sixth section
of that act, as it was not possible for 'them to
thoroughly perform such Important and compli-
cated duties without neglecting, to some extent
at least, their equally if sot more important duty
ai the highest accounting officers of the Govern-nen- t;

and, without Intending to reflect upon the
Integrity of these officers, your committee cannot
but regard It as a misfortune that the board of
audit was sot differently constituted, and com-
posed of persons who could give their whole time
and attention to the duties or their office. Had
the board been so constituted, your committee do
sot doubt the duties would have beeu more satis-
factorily discharged than they were by the Comp-
trollers or the Treasury.

A few Instances of irregularity and wrong-doin- g

on the part of subordinate officials were detected
by the committee. OrthU class or persons, the
one who held office under the Commissioners was
promptly removed, and the board or audit having
been abolished by the operation or the joint n

or March 14, 1S7&. those or their subordi-
nates who were guilty of misconduct hare also
ceased to have any conaectlon with the govern-
ment of the District. In two or three cases It
seems that there were overpayments la the set-
tlements made by the board of audit.

THIS, HOWETES, IS DZSIIED

by that board except In a single Instance. It Is
the duty of the District authorities to Investi-
gate these cases thoroughly, and if proper legal
proceedings shall not be promply Instituted,
those who shall be negligent in this respect must
themselves hereafter be held to strict official ac-
countability. The committee have come to the
conclusion that It Is Important to the Interests of
the District, and to the satisfactory administra-
tion of Its affairs, that as soon as practicable a
permanent and stable form ol government shall
be provided by Congress In the District. In the
Judgment of th committee proper exercise of the
eopstitutiopsj jutiorlty of Congress, the promo

tion ol Rood RoNernmeut, and justice to the In-

terest. of residents and property in the District
require that to a form or government designed to
be temporary, and organized lor temporary dura-
tion, all the administration or affairs shall not be
Indefinitely committed. Thecommittee also be-
lieve that a simple form or government can be
devised. Congress has hitherto not seen fit to
adept the plan proposed to It at the second ses-
sion of the Forty-thir- d Conirress. It Is believed
that In making a fun her effort to devise a satis-
factory form ot government advantageous use can
sow be made of the experience of the past two
'ears In administering District affairs, and of theJaborsof the Joint committee to frame a govern-

ment appointed under the aet of June so; ln74.
This report was signed by the KepaMlcan mem-

bers of the committee, who also recommended the
passage era resolution for the appointment of a,
commission to draw up a permanent form of

of Colombia similar to
that w hich passed the House a few dars since.

The United States Treasurer.
Mr. New, who Is about to retire to the shades of

private lire, has been In his official position one or
the most popular officers ever at the head of the
Treasury.

Xilitarr Changes.
A military order Just Issued assigns General

McDowell to the command or the Military
Division ortbe Pacific, and General Schofield to
the command ot the West Point Military
Academy, relieving Colonel Ruger, who will
hare command of the Department ol the South.

Mr. Blaine to Succeed Mr. HorrilL
It Is definitely ascertained that Mr. Blaine will

accept the offer ol the eueceesorshfp to Senator
Morrill, and it Is generally conceded that he will
succeed to the position ror the term alter
the fourth cf next March. Mr. Blaine will seek
rest and quiet in tho mountains as soon as this
matter is settled. His strength comes back
slowly, and his physicians counsel rest. He re-
ceived yesterday two offers for employment as a
leeturer. One was for tl00 per week and the
other ror $2,0.0 per week. He declined both.

Confirmations,
The Senate In executive session yesterday con-

firmed the following nominations: James A.
Williamson, ol Iowa, to be Commissioner or the
General Office, vice S. S. Burdette, re-

signed. Wm. J. Hoppln, ol New York, to be
secretary of legation at London, vice William
Hoffman, resigned. James Day, of New York,
to be second secretary or legation In Ijondon,
vice Wm. F. Cheeseborongh, resigned. Post-
masters William O. Hutchinson, at Jackson-
ville. Alabama. Mrs. Ernestine Sterne, at Jeffer-
son, Texas.

The Hew Secretary of the Treasury.
Senator Morrill has finally decided to step Into

the Treasury portfolio on the first day of July,
provided he can get the appropriation bills in
shape by that time. He has managed the appro-
priation bills, as chairman of the committee, up
to this time, and has fought manlully against the
absurdities of the Democratic House. His friends
In the Senate want him to stay and finish the
work, and all regret that Brlstow
did nut stay till the end of the fiscal year, Juno
30. Assistant Secretary Cunont will act as Sec-
retary until Mr. Morrill takes hold.

The Great Commoner's Health.
Mr. Blaine was not so well last evening as was

to have been hoped. His exertions of Monday
night, when he responded to the call or the Im-
mense crowd from the ratification meeting, seem
to have been too groat for his comfort, and his
physicians sow unite In the declaration that he
must have absolute quiet and rest.

This they regard as thoroughly Indispensable,
and Insist that he shall either go to the moan-tarn- s

or to the seashore, and take means to recu.
petal e his health. Dr. Barnes prescribes this,
and Drs. Pope and Verdi entertain the same
opinion.

The Silver Question in Congress.
Tl.c Is a difficulty on the ten million silver

bill iti LvLgress. It Is upon the fact that the soft,
money men in Congress have tried to stop what
they call contraction by preventing the destruc-
tion of the ten millions or legal tenders received
In exchange ror ten millions of silver. They
argue that the retirement or the fractional car-icb-

Is contraction or ltself,and that the destruc-
tion of ten millions oHegal tenders would be that
much further contraction, because or the system
or hoarding now practiced In the country districts
or the United States. The bill Is now In the Com-
mittee on Banking and Currency, and there will
be a lively time over It, so doubt.

The Expected Dead-Loc- k to be Prevented.
There Is every reason to believe now that some

sort of a compromise will be made y or to-
morrow that will carry the appropriation bills
through before the end of the fiscal year. Senator
Morrill, chairman of the Committee on Appro-
priations or the Senate, yesterday submitted a
proposition In regard to the nine hundred and
ninety amendments to the legislative, executive
and judicial appropriation bill, known, otherwise,
as the salary bill, which will In substance be
adopted. It yields to many reductions and makes
some distinctions In regard to the proposed new
legislation tacked on to the bill by the House.
Mr. Randall, chairman or the House committee,
has made a proposition based upon the salaries
ori!63 and 1858, but It is wide or the mark. Mr.
llolman and others agree that there Is every
probability of a compromise on the general salary
bill, the post office bill and the suudry civil

comprise the only very Important bills
left, and the lookout Is therefore hopeful.

Virginia and the Coming Election.
It will be remembered that four years ago the

Presidential campaign was opened In Virginia by
a joint discussion between the ehlcl,
Colonel John S. Mosby, and General Eppa Han-to-

candidate lor Congress, the former espousing
the cause or General Grant, and the latter that
or Greeley. Since that time the Influence of Col.
Mosby In securing appointments under the Na-
tional Government has been marked and comment-
ed npon. Yesterday, In a onversatlon between
Colonel Mosby and a representative or the

RzruBUCAK on the coming campaign,
the Colonel expressed himself fullyaud decidedly.
He said that without regard to the nominees of
the St. Louis convention he would support tha
Cincinnati nominees on the stump throughout his
State, and felt sure that Virginia would give
them a larger majority than it gave Grant In
1872. His reasons for this faith In him were brief
and decisive. He knew that the majority or the
young Democrats were satisfied with the adminis-
tration or General Grant; that tho Republican
element was solid ror the ticket, and that no mat-
ter who the Democrats might nominate they would
be too weak to secure the electioa. They (the Vir-
ginians) wanted to be on the winning side.

As an evidence of this he cited the fact that the
Alexandria Sentinel, a paper or considerable in-
fluence, heretofore Democratic, and edited by an

had hoisted the Hayes and
Wheeler flag, and that Hon. Lewis McEenzIe, au

and during the last campaign a
supporter of Greeley, had also declared that he
would take the stump ror Haves. The Indica-
tions are that the campaign In Virginia will be a
lively one, as the Colonel says It makes no differ,
esce whether Hancock, Tllden, Bayard, Parker
or any other man Is nominated at St. Louis, he Is
sure the State or Virginia will go ror Hayes and

uccioi. wui. tuauy ivbtc. iur U13 noma atWarrenton. Fauquier county, and belore
he returns he will probably have arranged with
his neighbors and friends for the opening of a
vigorous campaign.

The Naval Investigation.
Paymaster General John O. Bradford, U. S. N.,

was beroro the House Committee on Naval Af.
falrsyesterday morning. H has Just arrived trom
London, from whence he was ealled by the Secre-
tary or the Nary upon the unanimous request or
the committee. Mr. Bradrord entered the service
In lUi, having been appointed by PresIdentPolk
on the recommendation of Andrew Jackson, who
was a personal friend of the witness. The testi-
mony or William Mathews and of E.G. Cattail,
taken some time since, seemed to point to Mr.
Bradford as the originator of the plan by which
Cattell had secured such large profits through
Mathews' dealings with the Bureau or Provisions
and Clothing of the Navy Department and with
the purchasing paymaster at New York, and
some explanation or the matter on his part was
rendered necessary ror the purpose or ascertain-
ing the motives which prompted him to make
certain alleged suggestions, and or learning from
him whether or not Mr. Robeson had In any way
been Instrumental in bringing the operations
about.

The witness stated that the Cattells and him.
self had been old friends for a number of years
prior to the appointment of Mr. Robeson to the
Secretaryship. How much or their Influence had
been exercised In securing his (Bradford's) ap-
pointment as Paymaster General he did not
know. From Cattell's position as a
banker and merchant In Philadelphia he re-
garded him as a safe man to entrust with his
private means, and he had from time to time
placed snmsofmoney In his hands and was al-
lowed Interest therefor. The same was true In
the case of Mathews, who had been his debtor In
this way for a' few thousand dollars at a time for
several years. The witness became Paymaster
General In February, 1873, and previous to that
he had been purchasing paymaster at ITew York.
E. Q. Cattell had Intimated to him his desire to
receive contracts from the Navy Department.

As an old friend, witness was 'perfectly willing
that he should have a chance la the furnishing of
supplies, but be Informed him that the only pos-
sible way was for him to enter Uto competition and
And sneoess through his ability to become the
lowest bidder. Cattail, however, found that he
was always too high In his, estimate, and ap-
pealed to witness, who told bias that In his opin-
ion he could not hope to succeed la bidding
against New York dealers, unless he should
establish himself In New York or secure some
New York party to bid for him. About this time
an opportunity happening to present itself, the '
witness Introduced Cattell to Mathews, with no
other object In mind than that Cattell should
familiarise himself with the methods of preparing
proposals and thus become on additional com-
petitor for the procurement ofcontracts.

He had never Introduced the subject of per-
centages, by wnloh means Cattell hod acquired
such large profits; did not know of the existence
of any such arrangement, and was greatly sur-
prised at the magnitude or his operations, the
nature or which he deprecated as severely as any
one, believing that his sharing In the profits with-
out taking any rlski la the Jnvestmenv of capital,

I and basing his claims upon pretended Influence,
nas a dishonorable method of dealing.

in response to tno general question aaitea uj
Mr. Robeson, whether, as purchasing paymaster
or chief or the bureau or provisions and clothing,
Ms duties had ever been Interfered with by him
as Secretary or the Navy, he replied that they
had sot: that Mr. Robeson had never, directly or
Indirectly, asked him to favor either Mr. Cattell
or any one else; that he had sever Intimated any
preference In any shape or form with respect
either to persons or prices; that the Secretary
knew nothing whatever or the introduction by the
witness or Cattell to Mathews, and had In no
manner ever Indicated a desire that Cattell should
secure patronage lrom the bureau nnder his
charge.

With respect to bis extended absence abroad,
Mr. Uradfurd stated that he had gone abroad tn
1FT3 for the purpose of Investigating the commis-
sary departments of the navies of Europe, and
had just arrived in London, on his return heme,
when the failure ot Jay Cooke tc Co. was an.
sonnced. He regarded It as his duty to put him-se- ir

In Immediate possession of whatever facts he
could obtain bearing on the solvency of their for-
eign house. Jay Cooke. MeCulloch tt Co.. the navy
agents In London. They promptly gave him a
trial balance-shee- t, and he communicated by tele-
graph to the Secretary his favorable opinion of
their solvency, and his hope that, fer the credit of
the Government, the house should not be crushed.
It was a time or great consternation, aid he was
appealed to by a large number or people to sus-

tain the boon if It could be done with safety to the
Department. His next advices lrom the Secretary
indicated the purpose or the latter to boldly meo
the difficulty by advancing them the rands neces-
sary for their safety, but this was only done
after the completion of arrangements on tills side
ror ample security Tor the amount transmitted.
The result had In every way proved toanyfalr-misdedpersc- n

the wisdom of the course pur-
sued. To have allowed the house to break would
havo been overwhelmingly disastrous to Amer-
ican credit abroad, and the edect upon the loan,
which was then being negotiated through th
syndicate, would have been alike ruinous.

He has remained tn London since that time for
th purpose of guarding the interests of the Gov-
ernment and of the naval service in the matter of
the drawln g or d rats on London by navy paym rs

In dlrfcrrnt parts ol the world, as well as for
thepunioseorkeeplng the Department advised
upon all points of Interest daring the progress of
the settlement between the house of Jay Cooke,
MeCulloch tt Co. and the Navy Department,
which settlement will very shortly be fully
realized.

The house of Jay Cooke, MeCulloch tt Co. has
gone Into liquidation under the operation of the
English law, which requires that when one or
more partners of a firm become Insolvent the
hosse which they represent shall discontinue
business. Their successors are MeCulloch tt Co.

Paymaster Albert W. Bacon, United States
navy, formerly purchasing paymaster at Wash-
ington, was also present, and testified that the
Secretary (Mr. Robeson) bad never In anyway
Indicated any preferences, nor made any sugges-
tions, directly or Indirectly, with reference to par-
ties of whom purchases should be made during
his incumbency of tho office.

Mr. Hanscom, chief of the Bureau of Construc-
tion and Repair, will probably appear before the
committee

HOT D1V0ECED.

The Bill Dimmed With Colts.
In the Equity Court yesterday Judg Wylle

dismissed the application of Sarah M. Lee for
divorce from John T. Lee, with costs. The com-

plainant sets forth tn her petition that she has
been a resident or the District ror the past foar
years, and tho defendant Is a resident or George-
town: that they were legally married In St.
Catharines, Canada, about the 24th or August,
1S71, and Immediately after they came to this
District; thittwo weeks after the birth of their
first child defendant commenced towards plaintiff
a course of cruel and religious conduct, rendering
her home nnhappy, and putting her in fear of in-

jury and loss of life ltseir from a razor that ha
carried In his possession; that during their mar-
riage the plalntiirbeUeres the defendhnt hot fre-

quently committed adultery with parties unknown
to the petitioner,-th- at In August, 1874. the com-
plainant wss confined to her room ana seriously
sick for a month or more wit h a severe attack of a
venerlsl disease, which was communicated to her
by her husband, and which was contracted by him
In the adulterous Intercourse complained of.

The answer of the defendant denies that the
plaintiff has been a good and loyal wife, making
home comfortable and happy, but that she has
treated him with Indifference and nnklndness
He denies the charge of cruel treatment and
adultery, but asserts that he has kept the mar-
riage vows Inviolate, and If she suffered lrom the
disease, as asserted. It was communicated to her
In some other manner than by intercourse with
him. In fact, he denies the truth or the remain-
ing allegations averred In tho complainant's
petition.

County Schools.
The Fourth' district county school, otherwise

known as Mr. Eeene's, held Us closing exercisos
last Wednesday. The room was cheered with the
kind laces of patrons and friends, and adorned
with many bright flowers, not to mention the
pretty "roses" in the form or sweet, thoughtful-lookin- g

girls, with the mischievous boys ror
the "thorns." The scholars fully sustained th
reputation of the school, acquttlng themselves
with great credit to teacher and all.

The following, meriting special honors, received
diplomas: Scholarship and deportment, Laura
C. 0'Hare,MlunIe M. Helder, Sarah C. Truxson,
Amy E. Anderson, Carrie O. B lng, Edith M.
Burgees; greatest lmprovemont In music, Mary
Emma Ward; greatest Improvement In penman-
ship, Hattle P. Ward ; greatest Improvement In
drawing, John G. Eecne.

Assistant's school, nnder Miss Wlneberger, a
molt efficient teacher and lady Scholarship and
deportment, Henry Stella, Samnel Talbot;
scholarship, Victor M. Auderson, Henry D.
Seldenberger, Annie E. Roby; deportment, Mar-
garet B. Pfluger, Sophia Helder, John H.
Pfluger.

Too much can hardly be said ror Mr. Keene,
under whose skillful and conscientious manage-
ment the school has grown and prospered. Ten
years ago, when he assumed charge, the roll
numbered but 31 pupils; since then It has
had from 75 to 110 names on the roll. Mr.
Keene possesses, in addition to a high moral and
Intellectual character, those sterling requisites
lor successful teaching, discretion, watchful
tenderness and great l. Holding, as
he does,the confidence and of parents,
and of every friend of popular education, may he
have strength to continue on, knowing that afteryears will bring upon him, as they already hare,
the blesrlng or scholars once his, but now men
and women in lire's great battle.

AtiatutinR an OQeer.
Yesterday evening, about 8 o'clock. Officer Eel-lu-

orthe First precinct, while arresting a rough
named Hugh Digney, )r., on
street southwest, near Maryland avenue, for
drunkenness and profanity, was resisted and as-
saulted by the offender, who with the assistance
of his rather and a companion succeeded In gain-
ing a mastery over the officer, and wrested his
baton from him and Inflicted several disagreeable
wounds about the face and body. Officers Hobb
and Berry rendered assistance, and succeeded In
taking Digney to the station. There seems to be-
an animosity among the notorious roughs la this
vicinity against the officer, and they seem to be
determined to do their best to worst him when In
mo discharge of his duty he attempts to arrest
the violators of the law when ther happen to he
one or their ring. Such cowardice should be
treated In a more summary manner, to the pro-
tection or the officer and the vindication of the
law.

Com Pedro In the Quaker City.
Philadelphia, June 22. This morning the

Emperor or Brazil visited the University of
Pennsylvania and snbsebuently the camp of the
Massachusetts Technological Institute, where he
was received by Lieutenant Leablnsky. Later In
the day His Majesty and suite left by special
train for Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, where they
will. attend the commencement of the Lehigh
University. The royal party will then spend a
few days in the coal ana iron region or the h

vaUey.

But on a Stringi Bank.
New York, June 22. The run on the Dry

Sock Savings bank, which has been progressing
several days, was continued with much greater
vigor Oter $187,000 was paid out yester-
day. The o&eers of the bank can give no reason
for the run, but express confidence that It will
cease shortly, as demands are promptly met.
No large depositors hare withdrawn theirmoney,
the demand being chiefly confined to the lower
classes.

Kr. Blaine Invited to Visit California.
Saw Feahcisco, June xx, A Republican mass

meeting In this city latnlght, to ratify the
nominations, was addressed by General J.

F. Miller, Hon.T.O. Phelps, Thomas F. Fitch,
John M. Coughlan, Governor Woods,
Stewart and others. A motion was adopted to
Invite Mr. Blaine to visit Calliornla during th
campaign.

Si

Hominationi for Congress.
Tnxn Haute, Id., June 22. General Morton

O. Hunter, the present Incumbent, was renomi-
nated for Congrsss by th Republican of the
Eighth district y.

St. Louis" Jnn 22. The Republicans of tha
Second d!strit or Kansas have nominated D. CHaskell ror Congress. .

Base Ball.
LoCTSTitu, June 22. Hartfords s, Lonlsvilles

0. The Hartfords scored only la the ninth Inning.
St.'Lccis, June 22, St. Louis Browns 6, Ath-

letic 0.
GiscisrSATi, June 22. Bostons I, Cincinnati (.
Chicago, Jan 22. Chicago e, Mutuals 4.

CAI1I FLASHES.
Madrid, June 2X The Senate y finally

adopted the constitution by a vote of 137 to 11.
A royal decree appoints Senor Canavas de Cas-
tillo acting Minister of Finance daring the ab-
sence of Senor Delaoerrla.

Paris, Jane 22. A heavy storm, accompanied
by thunder and lightning, began this afternoon.
The rain came down In torrents, and at. this
hour the storm continues with unabated violence.
6vme of tbc lower street, are floodtf,

FORTY-FOUfit- H CONGRESS.

APPROPRIATIONS K THE SENATE

A GOOD DATS WOEK

AMENDMENT AFTER AMENDMENT

EANDALLANDFORTYMILLIONS

HE DOES NOT REACH THE POINT

"WOBZ OH THE BTJBDEY OTYIL BIEL

SENATE.
Thursday", June 22, 1878.

Kr. 1NGALLS, from the Committee on Pen-
sions, reported various private bills.

Mr. HAM LIN, from the Committee on Post
Officer, reported favorably, without amendment.
House bills 2575 and 25SI, to amend certain sec-

tions of the Revised Statutes relating to th Post
Office Department.

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee en Claims,
reported various private claim bills; also, favor-
ably, the general claims bill, with amendments,
which, he said, he would call up as soon as the
naval appropriation bill was disposed or.

Mr. LOGAN called up House bill authorizing
th retirement of CoL W. H. Emory with the
rank or brigadier central.

Mr.THURMAN said he had supposed that
Gen. Emory was responsible ror the

LATE MILITARY IHTZRrXRZXCB
In the organization or the Louisiana Legislature,
and, ir so, he could not vote for this bill. In-

formation had come to him, however, that Gen.
Emory was not responsible ror that act, and he
would, therefore, vote for the bllL

Mr. LOGAN said he did not care whether Gen.
Emory was responsible or not, as that had nothing
to do with the merits of the MIL

The bill was then passed.
Mr. DAVIS submitted a resolution directing

the Secretary of the Treasury to furnish a state-
ment of the gross amount of the public debt, as
It appears on the books of the Register, for each
fiscal year from 1838 to 1878. I aid that he de-
sired to know whether the Register's books would
tally with the annual statements of the publlo
debt; which went over, nnder objoction, after
some discussion.

Mr. HOWE, from Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions, reported, without amendment, the bill re-
lating to telegraphic communication between the
United States and foreign countries.

Mr. CONKL1NG presented a memorial of vari-
ous Insurance companies, protesting against the
repeal or change of the shipping act. Referred
to Committee on Commerce.

Mr. THURMAN ealled up House bill granting
a pension to Mrs. Martha K. Robinson, of Ports-
mouth. Ohio. Passed.

Mr. SHERMAN called up House bill granting
a pension to Robert Cavanouxh. Passed.

Mr. W RIGHT called up the bill ror tho Teller
of John G.Taylor, or Annapolis, Md. Passed.

Mr. KEY called up House bill for the relief of
Wm. Rule, postmaster at Knoxvllle, Tenn.
Passed.

Mr. PADDOCE Introduced a bill to provide for
certified transcripts of Territorial records. Re-
ferred to the Committee' on Territories.

Introduced a bill to provide
for a. disbursing clerk at the Government print-
ing office. Referred to the Committee on Print-
ing.

The unfinished business, being the
WATAi. ArrRorm atioi bill,

Was taken up.
Mr.S ARGENT said the estimates for the naval

service for the sext year were t2.8TL.sS8. The
amount appropriated for last year was H7.011.30J.
The bill as now reported by the Senate committee
called for 818.110,2m, an Increase over the House
bill of 83,685,000, and a decrease from the bill or
last year or (892,018. The Senate committee had
endeavored to concede to the House as far as pos-
sible where It was a matter of discretion. The
House bad made a reduction In nearly every item,
and the Senate had assented to most of them. In
the first Item, however, there had been a large

Tke. The House had provided but 5,750,OM for
me pay oi ine omcers ana meennsiea men oi me
navy. The pay-rol- l called for 17,603,000, and there
was no discretion about the matter. Last year
there was t8,2t0,ooo appropriated, which was not
enough. The Houso had reduced byl.OX) the
number of enlisted men In the navy, and the Sen-
ate committee, after full consideration, but with
great reluctance, had consented to this reduction.
That would reduce the pay-ro- $400,030, and the
Senate committee had, therefore, placed the
amount at 17,200.000.

The fact was the navy was now top heavy;
there were too many officers for the number of
men. The retired list was now very large, but on
account or the gallant services or the officers it
was not perhaps expedient or proper

to lETzcrznz with toeit.
The committee had made a considerable increase
In the appropriations ror the Bureau or Equip-
ment, Recruiting and or Yards and Docks. The
committee had done this because 11 we were to
have a navy at all we must appropriate enough
to keep It In good repair. Mr. S. also explained
why It was necessary to have balances go over
from one year to another on account or vessels at
foreign stations where the men could not always
be paid off In the fiscal year. He hoped the
Senate would stand by the committee In Its
recommendations, as they had done everything
possible that they thought compatible with the
needs of the service and the law. When the bill

vs In conference then he would be willing to
s tent to any other redactions which were

fe. ble.
Mr. THURMAN spoke of what was apparent,

that there were three alternatives presented; one
was to reduce the expenditures, the second tola-crees- e

the taxes and the third to borrow money.
No nation should do the last unless In time of
war. He then commented on the unnecessary
number of officers In tho army and the navy, and
that the number of cadets annually entered at
Annapolis and West Point should be largely re-
duced. He called attention to the clause provid
ing that hot more than fifty laborers shall be
borne on the lists at any navy yard during the
months or October and November or 1879, which
the Senate committee had recommended to strike
out. He hoped that clause woald be retained, as
It was well known that the nary yards had lor
years been filled up at election times. He said
the Uonse had been called wild on this subject of
economy, but In view or the condition ot the
finances the House had not been so wild as might
be Imagined. If the Senate woald meet the
House In the proper spirit there need be no trouble
to prevent the passage or all the appropriation
bills by the end orthe fiscal year.

Mr. SARGENT said the House, or course, was
anxious to seize hold or anything that political
capital could be made out or, and his friend (Mr.
Thuhmah) very naturally wished to do every-
thing to help the falling fortunes of his party.
Mr. S. then spoke of the political corruption
whleh had prevailed at the navy yard under
Demoeratio administrations, and If the Demo-
cratic party were to come Into power on the 4th of
March they would do exactly as they had done
when they were In power.

The first amendment. Increasing the appropria-
tion for th pay of the navy to $7,200,000, was
agreed to.
Tun AXKSDHiirrs ihcrbasixq the ArrBOr-siA- -

tios
for the civil establishments of the several navy
yards lrom 185,000 to tlOO.OOO and pilotage and
towage from 145,000 to $50,000 were agreed to.

The amendment Increasing the amount for the
bureau of equipment and recruiting from t970,ooo
to $1,250,000, the first or a number increasing th
appropriations ror the several bureaus of the
Navy Department, was strongly opposed by
Messrs. Eatost aad Saulsrukt, the latter ar-
raigning the administration orthe Navy Depart-
ment In the employment of men Just prior to
elections.

Mr. DAWES defended the Charleitown yard,
and ald that by the laws or Massachusetts noone
could be brought Into a district aad allowed to
vote after the preceding May.

Mr. CAMERON, or Pa., said that at the Pbila.
delphla yard, ror the past two years at least, a
majority orthe employees were Democrats, pat in
by a Demoeratio Congressman, and Delaware had
had her share or th good things r the Phllodel- -

Shla yard, some of them being pat In for the
his personal (riend, the Senator from Dela-

ware.
Mr. SAULSBURY continued his remarks,

that to this political use of the navy yards
was to a degree attributable the inefficiency of our
navy. He complimented the perionnel of the
navy, but deplored the worthless and dilapidated
condition of the ships.

Pending a vote on the smesrtment, the Senate,
on motion ofMr. FRELINOHUYSEN, at 3:15 p.
m., went Into eieeutiv session, and la Ave min-
ute the doors were reopened, and the Senate re-
sumed the consideration or the naval appropria-
tion bill. ,

Mr. ORAGIN alluded to tha outrages which
prevailed in the navy yards nnder Demoeratio
control. He had heard that President Van
Buren bad ordered three ships from Norfolk to
Brooklyn to be repaired for the purpose of in-
creasing hi Democratic vote. He read from a
report made by a House committee In 1880 of the
Increase oftheforoe made at tha navy yards In
1858 under the administration or Baohanan. In
New York the force was Increased a thousand
men from May to Novambsr. In Philadelphia It

'Was Increased seven hundred men, and In th
different navy yards four thousand men.

Mr. THURMAN said all would concede the
Impropriety or this thing, ns matter under which
party It existed, and, therefore, all should unite
to put an end to It.

Mr. EDMUNDS expressed his surprise that
when this abase prevailed as It did In so many
navy yards for so many years under Demoeratio
administrations It had not attracted th atten-
tion of the Democratic statemenwho were so
much worried about It now. In the coarse of

' further remarks he said that It should be the aim
orTTyone to diminish the

rzr'xBDiTcus or the aoTZRXxzirr.
but under the pretence of economy we should not
destroy it.

The amendment of the committee Increasing
the appropriation ror the bureau of equipment
and ncrnltlng from $970,000 to $1,250,03) was con-
curred In.

The amendment Increasing the appropriation
for general maintenance oryards and doeka from
$440,000 to $7(0,000 was In yeas 22,
nays 22,

SU.fiAEQEHX thcsBOTCd to KWnjidej ,,

vote agreeing to the prerlons amendment.
Noting the circumstance that several Republican
Senatur. uu voted against the amendment, he
said if the majority in the Senate would not stand
by the committee It was no use to continue tho
struggle, and the bill might as well be accepted
as passed by the House, and thus we would cer-
tainly get one appropriation bill before the end of
the fiscal year, even 1. the naTal service did have
to go en crutches.

Mr. t DAi lift DS said he had voted against these
amendments because they were of matter dis-
cretionary merely, and not required by any pro-
vision of law.

Mr. SHERMAN said he had voted for the
two amendments, but he regarded it as abso-
lutely necessary that everything possible should
be done to reduce the expenditures, and the Sen-
ator from California ought not to feel sensitive
on the subject. He (Mr. S.) had been Informed
by the chairman of the Committee on Appropria-
tions that the committee had kept the condition
orthe public revenue strictly tn view, and had
kept the appropriation bills within the necessary
limits.

Mr. SARGENT then withdrew his motion.
The committee reported an amendment that

the Naval hospital at Washington shall remain
open during the coming year and the Annapolis
hospital shall be closed.

Mr. WHYTE moved to amend by providing
that the Annapolis hospital shall be open and
the Washington hospital closed.

Mr. SAltUENT read the statistics to show
that the Washington hospital is of for more lm- -

fortance than the AnnapuUa hospital. Ho said
hospital was a perfectly useless

Institution, and the Government would do weU to
give It away.

M. WHY TE withdrew his amendment, strik-
ing cut the clause altogether; which was agreed
to.

Tte next amendment was
TO IBCREASE THE ArrROFBIATIOS

for the bureau or construction and repairs from
$1.(00,01 0 to $2,500,000.

Mr. SARGENT said this apparent Increase
was not an increase In tact, as tha House had re-
duced the amtunt largely below the necessary
amount. Not a rcw ship could be bum-M-r.

CRAGIN said lur twelve years the appro-
priations for this bureau had been over $ J,co),oox

Mr. EDMUNDS moved to make the appropria-Us-n
$2,000,000. Agreed to.

Thecommittee reported to strike oat tho ap--
Srorrlat Ion of tiOO.OjO ror labor to put live-oa- k

wet docks In the different nary yards,
such labor to be employed In Jnly, August or
September, and discharged belore the first of
October, 1878, and during October and November,
1878. not more than fifty persons shall be borne on
the list as Is borers at any navy yard.

Pending tho motion to strike out,
Mr. EDMUNDS moved to perfect the text that

for sixty days prior to any election for President
orthe United States or member of Congress
there shall be no Increase of the force at any
navy yard, except the Secretary orthe Navy
shall certify publicly that the needs ol the public
service require such increase at that time.

The amendment was agreed to.
The clause was then further amended so as to

retain the 00,000 ror the preservation or the live
oak timber, and the clause as thus amended wo
retained.

The amendment Increasing the appropriation
for the Bureau or Steam Engineering from tSSS,-CO-

to $i.5CO0O0 was amended, on motion or Mr.
EDMUNDS, so as to make the amount $1,000,000.

On motion or Mr. SARGENT, the appropria-
tion ror the general maintenance of yards and
docks wss tnsde $f0,0.

The committee recommended amendments that
hereafter there shall be no appointments to flU
vacancies in the officers of the Marine corps, ex.
ecpt by promotion, until the number Is reduced to
seventy.five, and that hereafter all appointments
of second lieutenants In the Marine corps shall be
made from graduates of the Naval School.

Mr. THURMAN thought the Marine corps was
an obsolete Institution, and It would do no harm
II it was abolished entirely.

The amendments were agreed to. The bill was
then passed.

M r. EDMUNDS said be would move
to tske up the bill to amend the enforcement act.

The Senate then, at 4:45 p. m , adjourned.

HOUSE OF BEPBESEUTATTVES.
The House met at 11 o'clock, and immediately

went Into committee on the sundry civil bill; Mr.
Blacxburw In the chair.

The amendment pending at the adjournment
last night, providing that the printing of the
Csnortssisita! Record and t!-.- printing for the
Department shall be given out by contract, and
that the Government printing office shall be a
bidder, and that It shall go to the lowest bidder,
was adopted. This does not affect the printing or
bills, resolutions and other documents. A vote
In the House was reserved on the amendment.

The next paragraph related to the Government
Printer, and proposed to change the modo of his
sppotntment and rest It In the President, JtJI

Mr. FOSTER mad . proforms amendment to
saythst he thought Mr. Basdall was In error
when he had said that the reductions nnder all
the appropriation bills would be forty million dol
lars. lie had made a careful examination and
did not think the reductions would reach more
than thirty-million- and that was In his opinion
too great a redaction, and at the next session he
believed that large deficits would have to be pro
vlded ror. He knew that Mr. Raxdall had
done a good work and hod labored with Indastry.
But he told the country at the beginning of the
session that he woald reduce to the amount of
forty millions, and he had that promise In view
all the time and was determined to make the re-
duction If possible. A good deal had been said
herefrom time to time as to the great reduction
of the revenues ror the ensuing year. He had no
doubt there would be reductions. The

AOITATIOW Or THE TARirr
and or other questions that had an effect upon
customs duties, but he was reliably Informed at
the Treasury that the falling off would not
probably exceed ten millions, while It was esti-
mated that there woald be a very large Increase
from whisky, tobacco and other Internal revenue
sources. He wanted to say this in order that the
impression might not go abroad that the country
wss nearly bankrupt. The Treasury was never
in a better condition than It hod been for four
years past.

Mr. RANDALL, or Pennsylvania, said that
his judgment that there could be a reduction or
forty millions was based upon a careful study of
appropriation bills for many years post-- If gen-
tlemen would sit down and examine the appro-
priation bills from a business point of view they
would find that the reductions could be safely
made at least fifteen millions more than they had
been made, and without any detriment to the
eemce.

The clause was then adopted as reported by the
committee.

An amendment was adopted appropriating
$2,coofor

LiTnooRArnixo asd XAT-Fia-a

for the United States Supreme Court,
Mr. RANDALL oflered an amendment to the

clanee In relation to the Interest of the 3.85 bonds
or the District of Colombia, providing that la
case there shall not be sufficient from the reve-
nues or the District or Columbia In the Treasury
or the United States to meet the Interest on said
bonds when It becomes du, the Secretary of the
Treasury Is authorised and directed to advance a
lam sufficient to nar said interest- - the same to be
reimbursed to the Treasury from time to time as
the District revenues accrue.

Mr. Randall said the whole object of the
amendment was to guard against difficulty and to
keep the plighted faith of the country.

Mr. HOLMAN opposed the amendment, and
ssid if It became a law the Government would
hare to provide In future for the payment or the
Interest from year to year. This Is not a debt of
the whole people of the United States, but of the
District or Columbia. He was aware that there
was a pledge that Congress should see that there
was such legislation that the Interest should be
psid.but there was no authority to take the money
or the whole people to pay the Interest.

Pending consideration the committee rose, lor
the purpose or adjourning Wednesday's session,
and at 12 o'clock the House was called to order
again for Thursday' session.

Mr. WALSH, of Md., from the Committee on
Publlo Buildings and O rounds, reported a substi-
tute for the bill to erect a building for a girls' in-
dustrial school In the District or Columbia. Re-
ferred to the Committee ot the Whole.

Mr. WILLIAMS, or Ind rose to a personal
explanation, and called attention to a newspaper
article. In which It was charged that books and
documents had been taken lrom the document
room or the House, and that the Committee on
Account had taken no stops to hare the matter
remedied asd to pat a atop to the practice.

Mr. WILLIAMS had read tha rule as to the
duty of the Doorkeeper In making an inventory
of tho property In his charge, andssld that such
an inventory had never been returned to the Com.
mlttee on Accounts. If the doorkeepers would
comply with the law, then the Committee on Ac-
counts would do its duty. - - r

On motion of Mr. HOLMAN, the committee
was directed to Investigate the subject or th
alleged purloining of books. 'The House then went Into committee again on
the

SCKDRT CIVIL BILL,

the pending question being on Mr. Rawdall's
amendment In relation to the 3.05 bonds of the
District of Columbia. .

Mr. CHITTENDEN, of N. T read from the
bond ltseir to show that the faith of tha United
State was pledged to thepaymontof the Interest,
and h wanted to know whether Congress Intend-
ed to repudiate such a pledge, and tn order to test
the sense of the House on that question he would
move to amend Mr. Rawdall's amendment by a

authorizing and directing the Secretary ofJrorUo to say the Interest on the 3.85 bonds
of the District of Columbia, as the same shall be-
come due, at the Treasury of the United State
and at th office of the Assistant Treasurer at
New York. Mr. OmrraxDsw sold the holder
were entitled to know whether the United State
would repudiate Its bond or net,

Mr. HEWITT, of Nw,Yorsr, sold the real duty
or Congress was to comply with the law on this
subject. The bonds are not th obligation of
the United States, bat th faith or th United
State was pledged to certain legislation to en-
force the payment of the Interest, and It must,

.therefore, seo that It U paid. II the Hokse has
not compelled legislation to that effect It must
make provision for the payment or the Interest,
and that Is all that Mr. Babdall's amendment
proposed to do.

Mr. REAGAN, of Texas, argued that the
United States was no more liable for these bonds
than It would be for the bonds orthe city or New
Orleans. He said, also, that he opposed the
amendment because many of the bond wer Is-

sued Illegally.
Mr. HABTBIDOE, of Georgia, said that the

payment of this Interest by the United States
was demanded bytrery principle of honor. Justice
and good faith." No doubt some of the bond had
been Illegally Issued, but that was the fault or
Cu.tcit, which SUUlct lie P3VtO

Issue them Illegally. He believed the United
State was pledged to tee this Interest paid, and
It should do vu

Mr. CHITTENDEN then withdrew his amend,
ment, and Mr. Rabdall'b was adopted, as re-
ported.

The paragraph in relation to the printing or
advertisement ror the Executive Departments
was amended to provide that the same shall be
printed in two papers in the District or Columbia,
to be designated by the head or the department
ordering the printing, and the paper to represent
different political parties.

On motion of Mr. WILLARD, of Mich., the
paragraph in relation to the Board of Health was
amended to make the board consist or five mem-
bers, at a salary or $500 each. The offices or
treasurer, attorney, secretary, registrar or vital
statistics are to be filled by members of the board,
who ore to receive on additional salary nl $';00 tar
filling such offices.

On motion or Mr. HARTZELL, or I1L, the
elause In relation to the revenue cutter service
was amended so as to prorid thnt hereafter, upon
the occurrence of vacancies In the rank of third
lieutenant of said service, the Secretary of the
Treasury is authorized to appoint a cadet, not
less than eighteen year of age, as such third
lieutenant,

Mr. CONGER, of Mich., made th point of or-
der on the proviso In the clause under the head of
the Judiciary, repealing the provisions of section
twenty-si- or tho Revised Statutes In relation to
the registration or Toters and appointment of
supervisors.

Mr. RANDALL said points of order had not
been reserved on this bill, and consequently the
point was not good In this ease.

The CHAIR (Mr. Blackbcbb) sustained this
view.

Mr. HURLBUT, of III., said the whole object
of t he repeal or this clause was to prevent the de-
tection and punishment or frauds in election, and
to strike down a law which had protected the
people In their elective rights.

Mr. CONGER, of Mich, said it was an under-
handed way to attempt to repeal law or this
importance In an appropriation bill. He chal-
lenged the Demoeratio party to go successfully
before the people asd satisfactorily explain the
action or this day in thus attempting to strike
down the rights of the people. He warned the
country or the

WAT
In whteh it was attempted to destroy this law,
and ho defied gentlemen to meet their constitu-
ents after this action. This law had been ap-
proved by all honest men ol both political parties,
and if Mr. Rabdall was as honest as he pre-
tended to be In the matter of economy he would
net try to repeat a law which had saved large
sums to the Government and preserved the parity
ofthe elective franchise.

Mr. COCHRANE, or Fa., denied that the law
wa approved by all honest men. Oa the con-
trary, it was reprobated especially In New York,
where It had been used as an engine or oppression--It

was only the expensive and oppressive features
ofthe bill that was to be stricken out.

Mr. JOYCE, of Vu, said that to adopt this pro-
viso would be to strike down all the safeguards
cast around the elective franchise. There may
have been abuse under the law, and It may re-
quire amendment, but it should not be absolutely
repealed. Before the law was In existence elec-
tions in the city or New York were a perfect
farce and a fraud, and people did not dare to go
to the polls and vote.

Mr. KASSON characterized this repeal as an
attempt to strike down all protection to every
voter, and that, too, just on the eve or an im-
portant Presidential election. Mr. K. Intimated
that the whole object was political, and that It
was intended to secure the success orthe opposite
party. To strike this law down is to say practi-
cally that no safeguard Is needed to protect the
elective franchise. It Is to say that you do not
want men to vote only who have been honestly
registered, but that you want criminals to rote.
The Issue presented is whether the elections ore
to be conducted honestly or dishonestly.

Mr. DURHAM said the law to be repealed only
affected cities of large population, and the whole
operation ofthe law seemed to be devoted to the
city or New York and other Demoeratio dtles.
Why was not Its application extended to Phila-
delphia and other cities t

After some further discussion a motion was
made to strike out the proviso, which was not
agreed to, when the Republican members asked
that a rote be taken In the House by yeas and
nays. In order that- - they might make a record.
This was refused until fllllbusterlng was threat-
ened, when, in order to save time, Mr. Rax-da- ll

yielded the ipobt.
Mr. CANDLES, or Oa., moved to amend by

striking out the appropriation or $25,000 for the
detection and prosecution of crimes against the
United States.

He said that this matter had been provided for
elsewhere for the detection of crime against the
revenue, but this money In this paragraph was
used for election and other purposes, and was
fraudulently expended.

Mr.CAULFIELD.orilUsaldthe Committee
on Expenditures orthe Department or Justice
band found Mr. CASDixn's statementeorreet,and
and would yet report a state of great fraud in the
expenditure of an appropriation like this In other
years.

Mr. REAGAN, of Texas, advocated the amend-
ment, and charged that under approprlatiossjust
Jlkathi the gTcatstttaodshdbn perpetrated
and the rights and liberties or the people at elec-
tions hod been stricken down. He charged that
the money was used solely to control elections.
He had always supposed that the people or th
United States were capable or
but under such appropriations a this they were
controlled by Federal officials. These appropria-
tions were used. It had been said, to preserve the
purity of elections, but Instead of that It struck at
the liberties of the people.

Mr. CONGER, of Mich., said that the gentle-
man from Texas never made a speech la this
House that be did sotcharge that there was some
perversion of the liberties or the people, and he
seemed to Intimate that there was no remedy ex-
cept In revolution. He takes every opportunity
to show that reeling In faror or revolution. He Is
much afraid at fraud at elections, when the truth
is that all this appropriation is to prevent fraud.

Mr. REAGAN said Mr. Coxoer had misrepre-
sented and misinterpreted his remarks. He (Mr.
Reaoab) would never misstate what any member
had said. When Mr.CosorN said he alwavs spoke
in tavor or revolution, he made that statement in
violation of truth and honor. Ever since the close
or th late contest (and the part he had taken In
that was matter of history) no one had acted more
sincerely to bring about peace than he had, but
he was not to be charged with advocating revolu-
tion when he declared that certain enactments
were subversive of the liberties or tho people. He
believed the enforcement acts of 1871 were so
subversive of liberty, and therefore he opposed
them.

Mr. CONGER said the gentleman's remarks
naturally led to the inference that he was In
favor ol revolution.

Mr. WARD, of New York said the city or New
York had been named as a place where the en-
forcement of these laws was necessary. He de-
nied the Imputation. The laws ol that Stato
were the most perfect to preserve the purity of
elections, and ir there had been frauds It was be-
cause the Republicans, who ror years had

the State government, had not enforced
the State laws.

Alter further discussion on the motion to strike
ont was adopted, but a rote by yeas and nays
will be demanded in the House.

The appropriation to pay the expenses or de-
fending the Secretary of the Treasury in suits,
and for the defense of the United Stales la tho
Court of Claims, was reduced from $25,000 to
$10,000

The following additional appropriations for the
District of Columbia were Inserted: For Indus-
trial Home School, $10,000; ror National Asylum
ror Colored Women and Children, $10,000; for St.
Ann's Asylum, $10,000; for Georgetown General
Hospital, $5,000.

When the section relating to the appropriations
for public buildings was reached,

Mr. LORD, or N. Y moved to strike out the
first clause, which appropriated $15,000 ror tha
court-hous- e and post office at Atlanta, Georgia,
and said he should move to strike out all the
Items, as he thought the expenditure could be
delayed awhile.

The motion was rejected.
The appropriation or $230Q0 ror the purchase

of additional land for the subtreasury and post
office at Boston was agreed to.

Mr. SAYLER, of Ohio, moved to Increase the
appropriation for the Cincinnati post office to
$400,000.

Mr. RANDALL objected; when
Mr. SAYLER said that a large sum had been

appropriated for Philadelphia, and Intimated
that Cincinnati could sot get her appropriation
because she had no representative on the Appro-
priation Committee.

Mr. RANDALL thought the remark and re-
flection very unkind, and denied that he had
sbbwed favoritism.

The amendment was rejected.
The committee then rose.
The Senate amendments to the Indian bill

were in. and Messrs. Rabdall,Spares and Ucrlbut were appointed conferees.
At 5:3) o'clock the House took a recess till 8

o'clock p. m.
Evening Session.

The Hoase resumed Its session at 8 o'clock, and
Immediately went Into Committee of the Wholo
on the sundry civil appropriation bill.

Mr. CAULFIELD, or I1L, submitted an
amendment appropriating $250,000 ror the com-

pletion of the custom-hous- e and court-hous- e at
Chicago.

Mr. CAtxriltLD advocated the amendment, and
was followed by

Mr. HARRISON, orilL,who argued that It
was the falsest kind or economy to stop these
buildings when It was a recesslty that they should
be built. He warned the Democrats that If they
refused to complete these buildings, and thus
threw men out of work, they would feel the effect
of It In the coming elections.

Mr. Lb MOYNE, or 111, said It was a false
policy to try save at the spigot while there was
running at the Dung-hol- And that was Just
the policy people were pursuing In regard to
these bill.

Mr. FOSTER, of Ohio, was glad to hear his
Democratic friends from Illinois talk like this,
for tt looked like returning good sense and a
deviation from the rule of picayune economy.
Bat he reminded gentlemen that they had
steadily Toted with Mr. Raitd all to cut down
general appropriations, but when the matter
came home to them they fslt differently.

The amendment was rejected.
Mr. ADAMS, f N. Y moved an amendment

appropriating $50,030 for a publlo building at Al-
bany, N. Y. Rejected. "

Mr.LOBD-o- r N. Y moved toredaeeUfts ap-

propriation of $50,000 Tor the continuation of the
custom-hous- e at Evansvllle, Ind., to $2S,000 Us
said he did this because ha was Informed that this
was the only Item In the bill which gave the
amount called fir by the estimate. He wanted
It stricken out lest It should be said that It was
put In because the gentleman from Indiana Mr.
Hoxkab) was a member of the committee,
Laughter.
Mr. RANDALL ealled attention to the fact

that Mr. Holmak was absent on a conference
committee, and hoped the matter would not be
pressed now.
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8E&7IAHB AEE STILL HOSTILE

Preparing for Corning Emergencies

A MOOR ON A RA3IPAGE

HE STABS ELEVEN PERSONS

THE ST. LOUIS CONVENTION

QATHERINO OF THE CLANS

MAINE.

Meeting ofthe State Convention.
Babgob, June 22. The Republican State con-

vention met here Wm. M. Rust, the
temporary chairman, addressed the convention
upon Issues before the people. Committees oa
credentials and permanent organization were
announced, also a State committee and a com mlt-

tee on resolutions. Governor Dlngley addressed
the convention, speaking In highly eulozistlo
terms of the Cincinnati nominee. He said, al-
though Blaine was the first choice of Maine,
Hayes was the second and Wheeler was the first
choice ror Vice President.

W. W. Csstle, or Beirut, then submitted the
following resolution:

Retolred, That. In view of a probable vacancy
In the United States Senate from Maine, this con-
vention respectfully commends the appointment;
of Jos. G. Blalno to fill the vacancy, and Massa-
chusetts will please take notion.

Adopted by a unanimous rlstng vote. Three
cheers for Blaine and three cheers ror Hayes and
Wheeler.

The following dispatch was then read and re-
ceived with applause:

WASniwQTOir, D. C, June 22.
To the President ofthe Republican Convention

Bangor. Maine:
If my health had permitted I would have been

with you Accept my congratulations oa
the brilliant promise ola great national victory
for the Republican party. Every effort mast bo
made to give Governor Connor a magnificent,

majority In September. Maine
must lead the way for the triumphant electioa
olUayes and Wheeler. J. O. Blaise.

the covxrrrzE ox resolutions
then reported 847 delegates present.

The committee on permanent organization re-
ported that the temporary be made a permanent
organization, with sixteen vieo presidents.

Got. Dlngley then moved that Gov. Connor be
nominated for Governor by acclamation; which
was done by a rising rote.

W. W. Thomas, of Portland, was unanimously
nominated Presidential elector at large lor the ,
Western section, and N. of Rockland,
for the Eastern section.

The committee on resolutions reported as fol-
lows:

Retolred, That this convention accepts the res-
olutions orthe recent national convention at Cin-
cinnati as a correct statement or the principles ol
the Republican party, and hereby pledges the
Republicans or Maine to use all honorable
means to carry those resolutions into effect la the
future acts and policy orthe Governments

Retolred, That the Republicans or Maine give
their emphatic approval to the nomination of
Rutherford B. Haves for President and William
A. Wheeler, of New York, for Vice President,
and will spare no honorable efforts to give them a
rousing majority In November.

The second resolution thanks the Republicans
of other states for their enthusiastic support of
Mr. Blaine at Cincinnati.

The third resolution reaffirms adherence to pro-
hibition and the development of the resources of
the State.

The fourth and last thanks Governor Connor
for the ablllty.flrmness and fidelity with which he
has performed his duties, and pledges his re-
election in September. The convention then

with cheers for Connor and 15,000 ma-
jority.

rxxiHois.
The Democratic State Convention.

Striboweld, It.T,,, June 22. The Demoeratla
State convention met hereto-day- . The attendance
was large. A. G. Borr was elected president. A
delegate asked, but was rerused, permission to
read a telegram from Manton Marble, New
York, which contradicts the assertion that Tllden
was chairman ot the committee that constructed
the peace platform of 1854, and affirmed that he
spoke and voted against thatplank,declarlng the
war a failure, ic

The following were chosen delegates at larger
J. Allen, F. H. Winston, C. L. Hlgbee and Chas .
Dunham.

The committee on resolutions reported the fol-

lowing, whleh was adopted :
Whereas thts convention Is called for the single

purpose of selecting dele'gates to the National
Democratic Convention to be held a few days
hence at St. Louis, and whereas another State
convention is expected to be held for the purpose
of selecting candidates for State offices and
electors of President and Vice President of the
United States; therefore

Retolred, That It Is the unanimous sense of
this committee that no resolutions should
be adopted by this convention at this time.

The delegates are. It Is believed, gen-
erally Tllden men. Of the other delegates, elgh.
teen are said to be ror Tllden, twelve ror Davis,
six forllendrieksand two undecided. The Demo-
cratic State Committee ealled the Stato
convention to nominate a State ticket to meet
here July 27.

ST. LOUIS CONVEHTIOIT.

The Gathering of the Clans.
St. Loci 8, June 22. But comparatively few

delegates to the Democratic national convention
have arrived. No State delegation is yet here,
excepting that of California, which arrived to-

night, and took quarters at Barnum's.
others will arrive. Augustas Scbell, chair-

man ofthe national committee, arrived this morn-
ing, and Is at the Lindell hotel. Several other
prominent New Yorkers are also here, including
Lieut. Gov. Dorshelmer, Hon. John Kelly and
two or three relatives of Governor Tllden. Hon.
Montgomery Blair, Doolittle and a
number of prominent gentlemen from Indiana,
are among those who arrived today.

Governor Hendricks' headquarters will be at
the Southern, and those of Governor Tllden at
the Llndelh Most ot the New Yorkers so tar
arrived seem to be opposed to Tllden, and assert
he is about the least available man among the
many aspirants for the nomination. They say-h-

has lest strength and influence In New York,
and that he cannot carry the State, while Hen-
dricks, Bayard or almost any other good man can.
The executive committee of the national commit-
tee held a meeting Nothing except the
same routine business relating to preparation ror
the convention was transacted.

SPAJJT.

A Moor Stebi Eleven Persons.
LoxDOw, June 23. The Gibraltar Chronicle re-

ports that on the (th Instant at Alcassar, In the
province of Fes, a Moor stabbed eleven Jews with
a dagger. Among the persons wounded are a
British subject and Moses Abecasls, son ofthe
vice consul ofthe United States at Larache,
Morocco. Tho Moor has been arrested and se-

verely bastinadoed. The Governor, cadi and prin-
cipal Inhabitants of Alcassar, at the demand of
the British and Italian vice consuls, have signed
a document guaranteeing the lives and property
of foreign Jews In that place. TbeMoordeclares
he wss not aware of what he was doing when he)
committed the crime.

TTJEKET.

The Servians Preparing for War.
LowdOw, June 23. The StaniarfM Vienna

telegraphs that It Is openly asserted
In Belgrade that five thousand Servians will
soon arrive there from Hungary, and the enroll-
ment of volunteers for the Insurgent ranks Is pro-
ceeding vigorously In South Hungary. Tha cori.
mandantofthat district has been summoned to
Vienna' to consult with the Government on meas-
ures to check these proceedings. Several agi-
tators have already been arrested. The Servians
are equipping forty battalions of artillery.

m

GSZAT BBIIATJT.

"Lord Derby has tut Whole Nation JsacJdn;
Him."

Lobdob, June 2. Th London Telegraph says,
in regard to the Wmslow affair, that there should
be no treaty at aU than that England should,
yield to any Power the Immemorial right to know
upon what ground and for what offense the mean-
est refugee Is surrendered from her soli. That Is
the principle whleh dominates British action In
the matter, and Lord Derby has the whole nation
behind him la the policy he has followed through-
out the

Trpnnr TTtT.Tgint torn ,
Bobtow, June 22. The elty council

voted, 48 to 9, not to poll down the old State;
house. - ? V

Port Jsans, June 22. Sixty raWemployed la
the Erie shops at this place were discharged yes.
terday afternoon. 5

, PEBSOHAL.
Our esteemed fellow-cltlte- Nicholas Acker,

will leave Baltimore ror Europe on Saturday
next, accompanied by his daughter. Mr. Acker
ho Men a very successful business man, and hast
amassed a large fortune, and we are glad, to.iea
UUcta tho good, icsieUTl.;, 4


